CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: / 

\ 1 . A system for management of a network of devices and resources/available 

)^ to'the devices via a computer network, comprising: / 

5 a network directory defining a hierarchical tree structuj^ containing nodes 

corresponding to the network of devices and defining control sitings corresponding to 
and to be enforced upon the resources available to the devils; 

a directory server in communication with/me network directory to facilitate 
accessing data from and storing data to the networit directory, the data relating to the 
10 nodes of the hierarchical tree structure corresponding to the devices and to the control 
settings corresponding to the resources; atfa 

an end node corresponding to each device in the network of devices and 
resources corresponding to the device, the end node being in communication with the 
directory server and the resources corresponding to the device, the end node being 
15 adapted to enforce the coiraol settings corresponding to the resources contained in the 
network directory, / 

wherein the control settings corresponding to the resources of each device 
are selectively inherited down the hierarchical tree structure of the network directory and 
wherein the/control settings are determined at each end node. 
20 / 
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2. The system for management of a network of devices and resources via a 
computer network according to claim 1, further comprising a management cpnsole in 
communication with the network directory and the directory server for providing a user 
interface, the management console being adapted to selectively disomy the hierarchical 
tree structure and the control settings stored in the network directory. 
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3. The system for management of a network/of devices and resources via a 
computer network according to claim 1, wherein the end node dynamically calculates the 
control setting of the selected node by reading/ne control settings of nodes along a path 
1 0 of nodes from a root of the hierarchical t re/ structure down to the selected node and 
wherein the end node overwrites previously written control settings upon reading 
conflicting control settings at eachifode along the path of nodes. 
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4. The system Wmanagement of a network of devices and resources via a 
S 1 5 computer network accoping to claim 1 , wherein the end node dynamically calculates the 
control setting by reading from the control settings of the end node up to the control 
settings of a root/of the hierarchical tree structure. 



5./ The system for management of a network of devices and resources via a 
20 computer network according to claim 1 s wherein each control setting is selected from the 
group consisting of a configuration rule and a scheduled task. 
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6. The system for management of a network of devices and resource^via a 
computer network according to claim 1, wherein at least one control setting is a 
scheduled task and wherein the end node causes performance of the to&c when the 
scheduled task is to be performed. / 

7. A method for management of a network of devices and resources available 
to the devices via a computer network, comprising: / 

for each device of the network of devices, calculating control settings to be 
enforced by the device upon the resources corresponding to the device, 

wherein the calculating is performed by the device by accessing data stored 
in a network directory defining a hierarchical tree structure containing nodes, each node 
corresponding to a device of the network of devices and defining control settings 
corresponding to and to be enforced upon the resources available to the corresponding 
device and wherein the control settings corresponding to the resources of each device are 
selectively inherited d^wn the hierarchical tree structure of the network directory. 

8. Tne method for management of a network of devices and resources via a 
computer network according to claim 7, further comprising enforcing the control settings 
by the device upon the resources available to the device. 
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9. The method management of computer application via a computer network 
according to claim 7, further comprising selectively displaying the Werarchic& tree 
structure and the control settings stored in the network directory for om/Sf the devices by 
a management console, the management console being in communieJation with the 
network directory and the directory server, the management console providing a user 
interface at the corresponding device. / 

1 0. The method management of computer^pplication via a computer network 
according to claim 9, further comprising dynamically calculating the control settings of a 
selected node of the hierarchical tree structure by the device. 

1 1 . The method management of computer application via a computer network 
according to claim 10, wherein ttfe dynamic calculating includes reading control settings 
of nodes along a path of nod^s from a root of the hierarchical tree structure down to the 
selected node and overwriting previously written control settings upon reading 
conflicting control setungs at each node along the path of nodes. 

1 2. THe method management of computer application via a computer network 
according tp claim 10, wherein the dynamic calculating includes reading control settings 
of nodeyalong a path of nodes from the control setting of the selected node up to the 
control settings of a root of the hierarchical tree structure. 
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13. The method for management of a network of devices and resources via a 
computer network according to claim 7, wherein each control setting is sheeted from the 
group consisting of a configuration rule and a scheduled task. / 

14. A method for management of a network of devils and resources via a 
computer network according to claim 7, wherein when tj*e control setting is a scheduled 
task, further comprising causing performance of the^ask by the end node when the 
scheduled task is to be performed. / 

15. A method for managemeitt of a network of devices and resources via a 
computer network according to daim 7, further comprising selectively transmitting data 
from a software repository ome directory server to the device. 
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16. A computer program product for management of a network of devices and 
resources available to the devices via a computer network, comprising: 

for each device of the network of devices, computer code that calculates 
control settings to be enforced by the device upon the resources corresponding to the 
device, wherein the calculating is performed by the device by accessing data stored in a 
network directory defining a hierarchical tree structure containing nodes, each node 
corresponding to a device of the network of devices and defining control settings 
corresponding to and to be enforced upon the resources available to the corresponding 
device and wherein the control settings corresponding to the resources of each device are 
selectively inherited down the hierarchical tree structure of the network directory; and 

a computer readable medium that stores said computer codes. 

1 7. The computer program product for management of a network of devices and 
resources via a computer network according to claim 16, further comprising computer 
code that enforces the control settings upon the corresponding device and resources 
available to the device. 

1 8. The computer program product for management of a network of devices and 
resources via a computer network according to claim 16, further comprising computer 
code that selectively displays the hierarchical tree structure and the control settings stored 
in the network directory, the computer code that selectively displays being in 
communication with the network directory and the directory server and providing a user 
interface. 
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1 9. The computer program product for management of a network of devices and 
resources via a computer network according to claim 1 8, further comprising computer 
code that dynamically calculates the control setting of a selected node of the hierarchical 

5 tree structure by the corresponding device. 

20. The computer program product for management of a network of devices and 
resources via a computer network according to claim 19, wherein the computer code that 
dynamically calculates includes computer code that reads control settings of nodes along 

10 a path of nodes from a root of the hierarchical tree structure down to the selected node 
and computer code that overwrites previously written control settings upon reading 
conflicting control settings at each node along the path of nodes. 

21 . The computer program product for management of a network of devices and 
1 5 resources via a computer network according to claim 19, wherein the computer code that 

dynamically calculates includes computer code that reads control settings of nodes along 
a path of nodes from the control settings of the selected node up to the control settings of 
a root of the hierarchical tree structure. 

20 22. The computer program product for management of a network of devices and 

resources via a computer network according to claim 1 6, wherein each control setting is 
selected from the group consisting of a configuration rule and a scheduled task. 
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23. The computer program product for management of a network of devices and 
resources via a computer network according to claim 1 6, wherein when the control 
setting is a scheduled task, further comprising computer code that causes performance of 
the task by the end node when the scheduled task is to be performed. 

24. The computer program product for management of a network of devices and 
resources via a computer network according to claim 16, further comprising computer 
code that selectively transmits data from a software repository of the directory server to 
the device via the end node corresponding to the device. 
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25. A computer program product for management of a network of devices and 
resources available to the devices via a computer network, comprising: 

computer code that contains a network directory defining a hierarchical tree 
structure containing nodes corresponding to the network of devices and defining control 
5 settings corresponding to and to be enforced upon the resources available to the devices; 

computer code that facilitates communication between a directory server 
and the network directory to facilitate accessing data from and storing data to the network 
directory, the data relating to the nodes of the hierarchical tree structure corresponding to 
Q the devices and to the control settings corresponding to the resources; 

% 4 10 computer code that facilitates communication between the device and the 

O 

^2 directory server and the resources corresponding to the device, the device computer code 

being adapted to enforce the control settings corresponding to the resources contained in 

: , the network directory, wherein the control settings corresponding to the resources of each 

? ==! 

device are selectively inherited down the hierarchical tree structure of the network 

CO 

if 4 15 directory; and 

a computer readable medium that stores said computer codes. 
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